
Subtraction stages by half term – use Calculation Policy for further support  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 (EXS) Summer 2 

R Counting backwards 

(songs, rhymes) 

Finding one less than a 

given number 

How many left? Counting back from a 

given number 

  

1 
 

 

Counting on and 

crossing 10s boundary 

 

Subtracting within 20 

 

Marked number line 

 

Unmarked (MA) 

 
 

Finding the 

difference 

 
2 Subtracting one digit 

from a 2 digit number 

 

 

 

Using partitioning 

 

 

Find small 

difference 

 
 

3 Informal 

 

 

expanded written method 

 

 expanded written method 

then move to formal 

written method  of 

subtraction with 

decomposition/exchange 

 

 

4 Expanded 

 
 

Consolidate the expanded 

written method 
formal written method] 

 

 formal written method of 

subtraction 

 

 

5 formal written method of 
subtraction 

formal written method formal written method of 
subtraction 

formal written method of 
subtraction 

formal written method of 
subtraction 

formal written method 
of subtraction 



 
 

 
 

 
 

6 Consolidate the above      

 

 

 


